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ELYMAS THE SORCERER

Read Acts 13:1-13

(Acts 13:1 [KJV])
Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets 
and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and 
Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with 
Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

The headquarters of the Christian church relocated from Jerusalem 
to Antioch in Syria after the members of the church were scattered 
because of the persecution which arose after the stoning of Stephen.
It was in the city of Antioch where the manuscripts for the received 
text of God's word were eventually gathered and compiled and 
which would ultimately become the basis for our Authorized Version
of the Holy Bible in the English language according as God 
promised to preserve His word throughout all generations in Psalms 
12:6-7.

In verse one certain men are named and are identified specifically as 
prophets and teachers.  
We understand the word “teacher” easily enough.
A teacher is one who conveys both knowledge and understanding so 
that a student may develop the skills necessary to excel in his or her 
chosen field of study.



The word “prophet” is one that we don't hear used very often in our 
Baptist churches.
A “prophet” is simply one who speaks words of edification, 
exhortation, and comfort in the church, 1Corinthians 14:3.
And while speaking such words is an activity that we all should be 
engaged in, there are those among us who are especially gifted by 
God for this purpose according to Ephesians 4:8-12.

In Acts 13:1 one particular prophet and teacher stands out to me 
right away.
Simon, who is called Niger.
The word “Niger” is the Latin form of the word “black”.
In Acts 13:1 Simeon was called Niger because he was black.
In Matthew 10:4 he is listed as being one of Jesus' twelve apostles 
and is referred to as Simon the Canaanite.
Since he was a Canaanite, as the Holy Bible says He was,  he could 
not have been a Jew because the Canaanites are descended from 
Canaan, the son of Ham and the Jews are descended from Abraham 
the Hebrew.
Simeon was obviously a Gentile proselyte to the Jewish religion 
which is why Jesus was able to select him to be one of the twelve 
apostles.
In Acts 1:13 Simon, that was called Niger, is seen with the apostles 
in the upper room on the day of Pentecost and is referred to as 
Simon Zelotes which means Simon the Zealot.
So what do we have here in Acts 13:1?
We have a black, Negro man in the church who was a Gentile 
convert to the Jewish religion,
whom Christ chose to be one of His twelve apostles,
who was baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ on the 
day of Pentecost, 
who was zealous for the things of God, 



whom Christ promised one of twelve thrones upon which he would 
sit and judge the twelve tribes of Israel when Christ will sit in His 
glory, Matthew 19:28,
and who held a position of authority and leadership in the early 
church  for the fact that he was an apostle, a prophet, and a teacher.
It appears that Jesus Christ practiced diversity and inclusion 2000 
years before it became popular to do so.
Now why is that important?
Because in our present day the social narrative of identity politics 
has infected the church of the Lord Jesus Christ and is a vain 
philosophy which has no place in our most holy faith and must be 
rejected by Christians.
The church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a separate organism which has
been sanctified by God and is totally and completely separate and 
apart from any identification with the world because we have been 
crucified with Christ.
In the mind of God we are not white, black, hispanic, or oriental.
We are members of the body of our Lord Jesus Christ, the church of 
the living God.
In the mind of God we are not Americans, Europeans, Africans, 
Hispanics, or Asians.
We are members of the body of our Lord Jesus Christ, the church of 
the living God.
In the mind of God we are not Republicans, Democrats, or 
Libertarians.
We are members of the body of our Lord Jesus Christ, the church of 
the living God.
In the mind of God we are not conservatives or liberals,
right wingers, left wingers, or moderates,
yankees or rednecks,
capitalists, socialists, communists, baptists, protestants, catholics, 
adventists. pentecostals, or any other label men invent.



We are members of the body of our Lord Jesus Christ, the church of 
the living God.
In the mind of God neither are we supremacists of any race, color, 
creed, ethnic, or social origin or political affiliation.
We are members of the body of our Lord Jesus Christ, the church of 
the living God.
Members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones, Ephesians 
5:30.
Born again by the grace of God through faith in the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Translated into the kingdom of God because the blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son has washed away our sins.
Baptized into the body of Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit of 
God.
Our identity is in Jesus Christ alone.
For a Christian to identify with anything else other than Jesus Christ 
will only cause division in the church and God demands that we 
come together in the unity of our most holy faith.
Division will destroy a church.
Unity, in the Christ of the Holy Bible, will mature a church.

(Acts 13:2 [KJV])
As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them.

Notice to whom they ministered.
They first ministered to the Lord.
How did they minister to the Lord?
Verse 3 says they fasted and prayed.
Remember Anna, the prophetess in Luke 2:37?



She was a widow of a great age who served God with fastings and 
prayers night and day.
How often do we minister to the Lord with fastings and prayers?
Fasting afflicts the soul, Isaiah 58:5.
Fasting humbles the soul, Psalms 35:13.
Fasting chastens the soul, Psalms 69:10.
Fasting is frequently associated with repentance of sin and 
accompanied by weeping and mourning over one's transgressions, 
Joel 2:12.
And if you are mourning over your transgressions just remember 
what the Lord Jesus said:
Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted, Matthew 
5:4.
Fasting, as a service to God,  helps us to mortify the deeds of the 
body as we are commanded in Colossians 3:5 in order to avoid the 
specific sins of fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

How about prayer?
Do we minister to God by coupling our fastings with our prayers?
The early church did.
Our prayers ascend up like incense before the throne of God; 
Revelation 8:3,  Psalms 141:2.
Our prayers ascend with our supplications, our intercessions, and 
our giving of thanks to God, 1Tim 2:1.
When we get alone with God do we genuinely pray and cry out to 
Him and pour out our troubles, pour out our pain, pour out our 
supplications, pour out our very souls and make known to Him our 
most private thoughts?
Or do we just recite prayers?



Prayer is a form of worship.
In prayer we humble ourselves before the Lord of glory.
In prayer we cry: “Abba, Father”.
Prayer will exhaust your vocabulary.
(Rom 8:26-27 [KJV])
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the
will of God.

When you have exhausted everything you can think of to say to your
Father in heaven, His Spirit will pray on your behalf and everything 
He prays for is according to the will of God.
By the way...
if you want God to say “Yes” to everything you pray for, make sure 
everything you pray for is something that will glorify God, 
according to His word.
You'll get a “Yes” answer every time.

Look at verse two again please.
(Acts 13:2 [KJV])
As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them.

Notice who calls men to the ministry.
The Holy Spirit is the One who does the calling.
Notice whom the Holy Spirit called.



He called men who were already ministering to the Lord with 
fastings and prayers.
He called men who were already engaged in spiritual warfare.
He called men who weren't sitting around waiting to be called but 
who were already engaged in the work of ministering to the Lord.
They were compelled without a commandment to serve the living 
God who delivered them from their sins.
Before God will call you to minister to others He wants to see that 
you are first ministering to Him.
We hear of so much failure and weakness in the ministry today 
because ministers are trying to serve men rather than serve God.
They think that by serving man, without a devout prayer life and 
without obedience to the word of God, that they are automatically 
serving God.
But that's humanistic religion.
And that will not suffice.
You've got to minister to God before you can serve your fellow man.
Serve God first, minister to God first, give Christ the preeminence as
it says in Colossians 1:18 and then He'll empower you with the 
love , the joy, the peace, the longsuffering, the gentleness, the 
goodness, the faith, the meekness, and the temperance you'll need to 
serve others.
And we should serve others, especially our brethren.
But you're going to need every bit of the fruit of the Spirit to 
minister to others.
Because people will tire you out.
People will wear you down.
We need to have time alone with God.
We need to fast, we need to pray, and we need to be refreshed from 
the presence of the Lord in the privacy of our praying.



(Acts 13:3 [KJV])
And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid   their   hands on 
them, they sent them away.

The laying on of the hands was the mark of approval by the church 
elders knowing that Barnabas and Saul were genuinely called of 
God to be separated for a specific ministry.
The laying on of the hands represents the church's association and 
extension of the gospel ministry.

Note the order of events:
#1 The men of the church ministered to the Lord by fasting and 

praying.
#2 The Holy Ghost called specific men and commanded that they 

be separated unto a specific ministry.
#3 The church agreed with the Holy Ghost by laying hands on 

these men.
#4 The church sent them away.

This implies that the church probably provided those carnal 
things that these men would need in order to get them started 
on their journey which might have included a provision of 
food, a means of transportation, and some financing.

(Acts 13:4 [KJV])
So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; 
and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

They were called by the Holy Ghost and they were sent by the Holy 
Ghost.
Where is our calling and where is our sending?



It's in Acts 1:8 where the Lord Jesus said that we shall be His 
witnesses in this city, in this county, in this state, in this country, and 
unto the uttermost parts of the earth.

From Antioch in Syria Barnabas and Saul traveled to Seleucia which
was a coastal city located in what is present day Turkey.
From there they sailed to the island nation of Cyprus which is 
located at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea.

(Acts 13:5 [KJV])
And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in 
the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister.

Arriving at the island of Cyprus they landed at the town of Salamis.
We learn here that there are at least three in their party because John 
Mark had accompanied them in order to be a minister to Barnabas 
and Saul.
Notice also that Saul, the apostle to the Gentiles, always made it a 
point to visit the synagogues first wherever he traveled.
He always made sure to preach the gospel to the Jew first, Romans 
1:16, before preaching it to the Greek, that is the Gentile.

(Acts 13:6 [KJV])
And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a 
certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barjesus:

They traveled from Salamis which is located at the eastern end of 
Cyprus all the way over to Paphos at the western end of that island.
This tells me that the apostles were serious about preaching the 
gospel to everyone they could possibly preach to.



(Acts 13:6 [KJV])
And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a 
certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barjesus:
(Acts 13:7 [KJV])
Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent
man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word
of God.

Here in Paphos the apostles encountered two men.
Sergius Paulus was the deputy of Cyprus.
A “deputy” is one who is appointed or elected to act as a 
representative for another in some governmental, legal, or law 
enforcement capacity.
Sergius Paulus was likely an appointee of the Roman government.
He was a prudent man which means his personality was that of a 
cautious man who was circumspect and who exercised practical 
wisdom in his daily living.
The holy scripture says that this man wanted to hear the word of 
God so he summoned the preachers to preach to him.
That's a great blessing.
It is very likely that as the apostles traveled and preached the gospel 
from one end of Cyprus to the other that word of their approach to 
Paphos  reached the deputy and he was stirred to want to hear this 
gospel.
The other man the apostles encountered is identified as a sorcerer, a 
false prophet, and a Jew, named Barjesus.
A sorcerer is one who conjures up spirits, and is an enchanter, a 
magician, and one who bewitches people like Simon the sorcerer in 
Samaria in Acts 8:9.



A sorcerer is heavily involved in what we would call “spiritism”, 
that is, a sorcerer seeks to communicate with those in the spirit 
world.
In holy scripture spiritism is seen to be a fact and is clearly 
condemned by God.
(Lev 19:31 [KJV])
Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after 
wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the LORD your God.
(Lev 20:6 [KJV])
And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after
wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against 
that soul, and will cut him off from among his people.

Being a sorcerer and a Jew indicates that this man was living in 
willful disobedience to the law of Moses.
(Deut 18:10 [KJV])
There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or 
his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an 
observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch,
(Deut 18:11 [KJV])
Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a 
necromancer.
(Deut 18:12 [KJV])
For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: 

Acts 13:7 says that this sorcerer was with the deputy of the country.
That seems to indicate that he was a staff member in the office of 
Sergius Paulus.
Now, we might expect that of this Roman deputy because we read 
about the ancient Egyptian Pharaohs and the pagan kings of Babylon



who sought the help of the supernatural and the occult to assist them
in ruling over their nations and so employed astrologers, enchanters,
magicians, and soothsayers.
But are you aware that police departments all over this country use 
psychics everyday to help them solve crimes and find missing 
persons.
Our law enforcement agencies won't seek the living God of the Holy
Bible for help but they will readily appeal to practitioners of the 
occult.
(Isa 8:19 [KJV])
And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have 
familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should 
not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?
Well, yes we should.
We have no business seeking the help of psychics and horoscopes.

(Isa 8:20 [KJV])
To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light in them.
Mediums, channelers, witches, and those who practice various forms
of spirtism have no light in them.
That's why occultic practices are known as the “dark arts”.

We need to be on our guard against allowing these things to infiltrate
the churches by seemingly harmless practices like yoga, and 
meditation that calls for you to empty your mind and other practices 
of eastern religions that have been secularized to make them 
acceptable to the western mind.



(Acts 13:8 [KJV])
But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) 
withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith.

Notice that this man, Elymas, wanted to be known by a name which 
identified him with his wicked practices.
He was not ashamed of living in rebellion against the law of God.
Lack of shame for our sins seems to be a characteristic which is 
becoming more prevalent in our present day society.
Evil men and women hold “pride parades” and flaunt their sin in the 
streets of our cities unashamedly.
Entertainment celebrities make front page news every time they take
up a new boyfriend or a new girlfriend and dump the old boyfriend 
and the old girlfriend again and again and again. 
A very confused soul submits himself to bodily mutilation and 
injections of chemicals in a vain effort to artificially alter his gender 
seeking to reverse what God had made him to be, and he is lauded 
and celebrated with much praise from the world.
And he is not ashamed of his perversion.
People today are not ashamed of  openly using foul language.
People today openly declare themselves to be athiests and 
unashamedly denounce the living word of the living God.
And they do it openly.
They are not ashamed of their sin.
So it was with Elymas the sorcerer.
He was not ashamed of his sin which is why he was known by a 
name by which everyone could know what he was without asking 
what he did for a living.
Elymas is interpreted as “sorcerer”.



Well, we have a name also.
It's the name of Jesus Christ, the name of Emmanuel (which being 
interpreted is, God with us, Matthew 1:23).
And we are not ashamed to declare the name of Christ and the 
gospel of Christ openly, 
Why not?
(Rom 1:16 [KJV])
... for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
Look at the wording in Romans 1:16 very carefully.
The gospel is not said to have power.
The gospel of Jesus Christ is power!
That's why we're not ashamed of  the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Look at verse 8 again.
(Acts 13:8 [KJV])
But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) 
withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith.

In Exodus chapter 7  sorcerers withstood Moses and Aaron when 
they delivered the word of the Lord to Pharaoh, king of Egypt and 
commanded him to let the people of Israel go from their bondage.
(Exod 7:8 [KJV])
And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
(Exod 7:9 [KJV])
When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Shew a miracle for you:
then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before 
Pharaoh, and it shall become a serpent.
(Exod 7:10 [KJV])
And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the 



LORD had commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod before 
Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it became a serpent.
(Exod 7:11 [KJV])
Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the 
magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their 
enchantments.
(Exod 7:12 [KJV])
For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents: 
but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods.
(Exod 7:13 [KJV])
And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened not unto them; 
as the LORD had said.

In 2Timothy 3:8-9 we learn the names of these sorcerers who 
withstood the man of God and we are given God's commentary 
regarding their spiritual condition:
(2Tim 3:8 [KJV])
Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist
the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.
(2Tim 3:9 [KJV])
But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest 
unto all men, as theirs also was.

This is God's commentary on  those who withstand the word of the 
Lord and the preaching of His gospel:
#1 They resist the truth.
#2 Their minds are corrupted.
#3 They are reprobates concerning the faith, meaning that God has

given them up to their wickedness and to eternal destruction.



#4 They shall proceed no further, which means they are not going 
forth unto eternal life but unto eternal death:
(Rev 21:8 [KJV])
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

#5 Their folly shall be manifest unto all men, which means God is 
going to expose their deeds and everyone will know what they 
did.
In Luke 8:17 the Lord Jesus stated:
(Luke 8:17 [KJV])
For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither 
any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.

We see also in Acts 13:8 that Elymas the sorcerer sought to turn the 
deputy away from the faith of Jesus Christ.
It's bad enough when a man rejects the word of God and dies in his 
sins to burn in hell.
When a man rejects the gospel he is said to judge himself unworthy 
of everlasting life, Acts 13:46.
But when a man tries to hinder others from believing the word of 
God and receiving eternal life he has now brought upon himself a 
specific curse of woe from God Himself.
In Matthew 23:13 Jesus said:
(Matt 23:13 [KJV])
But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up 
the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, 
neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.



And again in Luke 11:52 Jesus said:
(Luke 11:52 [KJV])
Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of 
knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were 
entering in ye hindered.

Elymas the sorcerer was a  Jew.
He represents a type of apostate Judaism.
Just as Elymas rejected the gospel and tried to prevent the Roman 
deputy from receiving the gospel, so the Jews, as a nation, would not
receive the gospel of Jesus Christ and  neither did they want anyone 
else to receive Christ.
As Christians we would never think of trying to keep someone from 
hearing and believing the gospel.
But what we don't realize is that  if we live carelessly before others, 
if we're not careful with our words and our attitudes that we can be  
a stumbling block to others and make it difficult for them to want to 
come to Christ.
That's why we are commanded to walk circumspectly, not as fools, 
but as wise, Ephesians 5:15.
And that our speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, 
Colossians 4:6.
Our words and our actions should always reflect the words and 
actions of the Lord Jesus Christ.
You and I are the only New Testament epistles some people will 
ever  read.



(Acts 13:9 [KJV])
Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set 
his eyes on him,
(Acts 13:10 [KJV])
And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the 
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert
the right ways of the Lord?
(Acts 13:11 [KJV])
And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt 
be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell 
on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to 
lead him by the hand.

Paul was filled with the Holy Ghost.
Spiritual warfare can only be successfully conducted by someone 
who walks in the spirit, not in the flesh.

Paul set his eyes on him.
Being filled with the Holy Ghost gave Paul the boldness to confront 
this enemy eye-to-eye and face-to-face.
We should not be afraid to rebuke someone who tries to keep 
another from believing the gospel.

The Holy Ghost of God has five things to say to those who would 
keep others from coming to Christ and getting saved:

#1 You are full of all subtilty; you're subtle (sly) like the serpent in
the garden.

#2 You are full of all mischief. You are not a good person.



#3 You're a child of the devil. You're certainly no child of God.
#4 You are the enemy of all righteousness. 

God counts you as His enemy.
#5 You pervert the right ways of the Lord. 

God considers you a pervert if you try to hinder anyone from 
believing the gospel.

God denounces, in very strong terms, those who would hinder the 
preaching of His gospel.
It serves to show us just how serious He is about getting the gospel 
out to the whole world.
We would do well to adopt a more serious attitude about spreading 
the gospel.

(Acts 13:11 [KJV])
And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt 
be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell 
on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to 
lead him by the hand.

Elymas' physical blindness pictures Israel's spiritual blindness as 
well as the spiritual blindness of any lost man or woman especially 
those who would keep others from believing the gospel.
(2Cor 4:3 [KJV])
But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:
(2Cor 4:4 [KJV])
In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them.



Some people so prefer the devil's lie to God's truth, that there comes 
a point where God's response to the rejection of his word is to make 
it so that one who will not believe His word will find that he cannot
believe God's word.
(John 12:37 [KJV])
But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they 
believed not on him:
(John 12:38 [KJV])
That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he 
spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the 
arm of the Lord been revealed?
(John 12:39 [KJV])
Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again,
(John 12:40 [KJV])
He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they 
should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and 
be converted, and I should heal them.

Although we see God's severe judgment upon Elymas in verse 11, 
yet we also see God's mercy upon him.
That he would not see the sun for a season implies that at some point
in the future his sight would be restored.
God is very merciful.
(Rom 9:15 [KJV])
For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have 
compassion.



God was willing to show mercy to someone of such a reprobate 
mind as Elymas the sorcerer.
If we sin against Him we must remember that He is the God of 
second chances.

(1John 1:9 [KJV])
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Acts 13:12 [KJV])
Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being 
astonished at the doctrine of the Lord.

The doctrine of the Lord is not merely something we can hear but 
something we can see.
Sergius Paulus saw the doctrine of God's love when the Lord sent 
men to preach the saving gospel to him.
He also saw the doctrine of God's judgment when the hand of the 
Lord smote Elymas with blindness for trying to hinder the gospel.

Elymas responded poorly to the preaching of God's word.
The consequence was blindness.
First he would not see, now he could not see.
Sergius Paulus responded properly to the preaching of God's word.
His desire for light was rewarded with sight.
The more of God you want, the more of God you can have.
It's up to you.



Finally,
(Acts 13:13 [KJV])
Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to 
Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to 
Jerusalem.

So now Paul and his company are back on the continent to preach 
throughout Asia Minor.
The gospel of Jesus Christ has feet.
God keeps the gospel moving.
This is the first of Paul's missionary journeys but it won't be his last.
At this point we see John Mark departing from their company to 
head back to Jerusalem.
And while this particular incident will probably be taken up in more 
detail in a future lesson by another teacher it can be safely stated that
God does not take pleasure in quitters.
(Luke 9:62 [KJV])
And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

Knowing that Jesus' death on the cross was the ultimate 
accomplishment, rather than trying to accomplish something for 
God let us focus on our daily ministrations to God as the constant 
and continuous theme of our day-to-day lives.
If we do that we will find our Christian lives much more rewarding.

End


